Healthy Churches Working Together ...

My Word ... by Les Lofguist

One of the real highlights of my life was the first trip | took to
study the land of Israel in 1990. | loved the Bible. | devoted
myself to nine years of serious study of the Bible as a full-time
student. | taught and proclaimed the Bible as a pastor. But
when | saw with my own eyes the land of the Bible, my life and
ministry were changed.

Ever since that trip, | have strongly encouraged every pastor
to experience the same.

This is why | am so committed to hosting the 2010 IFCA to
Israel Trip with my friend Pastor Chris Bauer, of Santa Rosa
(CA) Bible Church, February 24 to March 5, 2010.

We’'re planning a departure from the usual Holy Land tour that
rushes between crowded church shrines and souvenir shops.
We'll study the geography of the Bible. We've designed a
customized academic, pastoral tour that will focus on authentic
Bible sites, explore the essential places and messages of
Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee and Jerusalem, and show the
connections between the land and the Word.

There are far more authentic Bible sites than the crowded
church shrines. We will connect to the roots of the land with
its history, geography and the texts of the Bible. While many
things change with culture, politics and borders, itis the land
itself that changes least. This may have prompted Cyril of
Jerusalem to write, “The
land itself is the fifth
gospel.”
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For more details, go to
www.ifca.org/israel2010. If
you love the Bible and
teach the Bible... this is
an opportunity to study
the land of the Bible.

w Ministry Spots

GriefShare Ministry
Hawthorne Gospel Church (Hawthorne NJ) offers a Grief Re-
covery Support Group to those in the community who have
suffered the loss of a loved one, helping survivors of a loss to
rebuild their lives. It provides informative videos, supportive
Christian fellowship, and the comfort of Scripture. Participants
view GriefShare, a 13-session video series featuring those
who share the story of their own pain and recovery following a
loss. Included are Christian speakers such as Elisabeth Elliot,
Dr. Larry Crabb, E.V. Hill, Barbara Johnson, and H. Norman
Wright; each offerlng hope in what appears to be a hopeless

. situation. The videos also clearly
present the gospel message,
=- emphasizing the need for a per-
INTERNATI U'HWI..,. 7 sonal relationship with Christ.
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A Plan for Church Planting

Pastor Dan Nave

In the summer of 2007, my wife Cheryl and | did some extensive

traveling by car, and had a lot of time to reflect upon our life

and ministry together. As we drove through so many little

Midwestern towns, we were reminded just how much church

planting work is still left to do. Out of that experience, and with
a need to cast a vision for the future of
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our own church plant (only three years
old), we developed the Judea Project.
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When compared to the outline of Acts
1:8, something was missing from our
church’s outreach ministry. Our local
ministry (Jerusalem) was doing well, we
were supporting 3 missionaries, both regionally (Samaria) and
internationally (the uttermost part), but we weren’t doing
anything in our “Judea”. We identified our Judea as that area
within a three-hour drive from us. There are gaping holes in the
IFCA influence in that part of the Midwest, where entire counties
in NE lllinois and NW Indiana have no IFCA church. Some
towns, with populations as large as several thousand, have no
Bible teaching churches at all!

Convinced of the need, we developed a simple 20 year strategy
to address it by networking together with other churches to
reach our “Judea.” Here’s how it works: the “Project” church

is the startup church in the

field, ultimately led by an

Midwest Church Extension
Church Plant Leader.

Vision America
BFCA Intersational Chaech Planting

The “Parent” churchis a
church with major influence
in the new work and, along
with some funding, provides personnel such as Bible Study
leaders, pulpit supply (until a church planter is in place),
children’s workers, musicians, and even families. Obviously,
the Parent Church will be relatively close, geographically. The
“Partner” church also plays a major role, by providing some
funding, short term missions needs, and special projects as
possible. The “Promise” church can join the effortin a variety
of ways. A small church could agree to be a Promise Church
or a large church could function as such to several Project
churches. Promise Churches promise to pray and promote as
much as possible and agree to do an annual “love offering”
project. One Parent Church, 5 Partner Churches, and 10
Promise Churches could conceivably fully fund and staff

(Continued Column 1, Page 2)
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a Project Church. Heritage Bible Church
works closely with each, to assist
wherever possible. Larger churches might
be able to help several Project Churches.

We're also actively seeking men to join
with us in this effort. These men - we
call them Titus Brothers - will be
Trustworthy, Initiators, Teachable, (see
the) Urgency, and Servants. Heritage
Bible Church will partner with MCE in
recruiting and interning these men from
a variety of sources, including Bible
colleges, Bible institutes, and Bible
teaching local churches. Our vision is to
see the first 10 churches planted helping
to start 10 additional churches within 20
years of the beginning of this effort.

The Judea Project is a great template
that other churches could modify and use
to suit their needs for church planting,
and that could be used as a model for
any church wanting to partner in the
IFCA’s Vision America ministry. Anyone
desiring more detailed information,
including personal presentations (where
possible), brochures and fact sheets
may contact us and request such.

PRAYER PROMPTERS
., VISION AMERICA church planters to
take their place in the fields of harvest in
America.

., For 100 IFCA churches to enlistin VI-
SION AMERICA by patrticipating in plant-
ing a new church.

., For existing church plants in need of
sponsoring churches before they can be
counted as VA churches.

., Thatthe increase in giving would con-
tinue throughout the rest of the year.

b For the Executive Director and office
staff as they adjust to being short-handed.

., For preparations that are being made
and the myriad of details that need to be
addressed prior to Convention.

. For the Women'’s Conference and for
the Church Extension Conference in
June.

., For churches and ministries suffering
because of the economy.

“Good Morning, IFCA, this is Margie ...”

Anyone who has called the IFCA home office has likely been greeted by
Administrative Assistant, Margie Thomas. Margie, began her ministry with IFCAin
July, 1993, having previously worked in the academic office at Grand Rapids School
of Bible and Music for seven years. Thus for the last 16 years it has been her
privilege to use the gifts the Lord has given her to serve Him. In the IFCA home
office, her daily routine is one of serving His servants ... those who pastor churches,
lead worship, teach classes and minister in a variety of ways, not only in this
country, but around the world!

Margie is much more than just “a voice on the phone” receptionist. Your phone
calls are merely pauses in her regular activities which include: maintaining the
Fellowship’s constantly changing membership records, keeping the in-house and
on-line databases and mailing lists up to date, overseeing the Ministry Referral
Service, managing the office, providing office support for the needs of IFCA’s various
committees and the Board of Directors, handling mailing operations and order
fulfillment. She coordinates the hospitality arrangements for the Board members
during their November meeting, gathers and compiles the many reports for the mid-
Kear and annual meetings of the Fellowship and a host of other details that serve to
eep IFCA International functioning smoothly on an administrative level.

In the midst of all of that, however, your phone calls are also an opportunity for

personal ministry. Margie says “my mission is to be sure that those who call get

the answers they need or direction as to where they can find those answers.” Her

objective is that “when you call the Home Office, you will sense that they are there

En )éour behalf ... doing everything that they can to help you in your ministry for the
ord.”

Recalling her ministry at GRSBM, the IFCA Administrative Assistant says, “At
GRSBM, in the academic office, | maintained the records for the students. | now

have the privilege of maintaining the membership records for, and serving in many
other ways, some of those same students who are now serving in IFCA churches
all over the US and abroad.”

Margie has three grown children
and seven grandchildren,
ranging from 2 years of age to
18, who are a constant source
of great joy for her as is the rest
of her family. In her spare time
she enjoys bikinfg, walkin

the beach, crafts and thrift
shops. Want to give her a
special treat? ... bring her some
warm chocolate chip cookies!

While Margie may not have met
you ﬁersonally, or spoken to you
on the phone, she knows you!
B She sees your name on her desk

E : or computer screen on aregular
basis and finds joy in contrlbutlng her part to supportlng your ministry through the
ministry of IFCA International by being the “voice on the other end of the phone
line,” but so much more as well.

Web-links

These links are given as
potenial resources for your use
and edification. Inclusion here does
not in any way imply IFCA's endorsement
of everything they may contain.

Fellowship Financial Update
Gift income from member churches,
organizations and individuals has
increased by $ 4,400 in the first quarter
of 2009 when compared to the first
quarter of 2008. That is a wonderful
answer to prayer for which we thank
God! We also thank each one of you,
who contributed through their prayers
and gifts. The expenses for that same
period were $22,000 less, a good
portion of which is due to not having a
Director of Church & Pastoral
Ministries, thus having one less staff
member.

B Crown Financial Ministries

B Abortion Unfiltered

B Eternal Perspective Ministries

B Council on Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood

B National Association of Nouthetic

Counselors



http://heritage-bible.org
http://ifca.org/va
mailto:judeaproject@heritage-bible.org
www.crown.org
www.abort73.com
http://www.epm.org/home_mainPage.php
http://www.cbmw.org/
http://www.nanc.org/


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


